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Dear Friends,

Welcome to tonight’s concert by German organist Christian Schmitt! 

Christian is praised for his creative programming, and tonight we look

forward to hearing some of the best-known works for organ, as well as

compositions that will be new to us.  We’re pleased to be back at A&M

United Methodist Church, which is much-loved by the Bryan/College

Station community for its marvelous organ.  We’re also happy to offer

tonight’s concert by livestreaming, free of charge, to the patrons who

can’t attend this performance in person. 

Both this concert and the next one on April 22 – the Season Finale of the

FCM 27th Concert Series - are free of charge, as are the educational

programs and opportunities that we offer to local music students. 

 Friends of Chamber Music series would not be possible without

support from patrons and charitable trusts and foundations.  Our

special thanks go to Hays and Robin Glover, the 27th Season Sponsors,

and to all our loyal donors for helping us bring Christian Schmitt to

Brazos Valley for the first time.  We greatly appreciate support from the

Gilbert and Thyra Plass Arts Foundation, the Arts Council of Brazos

Valley, the Texas Commission on the Arts, the National Endowment of

the Arts, and the Nina Astin Winkler, the Rea, and the Eugene Edge

Charitable Trusts.

We thank you for sharing in your love of great classical music tonight. 

 Your reviews mean a great deal to us, and your support helps Friends

of Chamber Music contribute to the cultural life of our community.

Andreas Kronenberg

President of the Board, Friends of Chamber Music

Welcome

Friends of Chamber Music brings music from diverse periods and

cultures, performed by world-class musicians, to the Brazos Valley.

Through concerts and outreach programs at area schools, we strive to

enhance the cultural life of the community.

Friends of Chamber Music Mission 



Friends of Chamber Music thanks student volunteers from Texas A&M

University assisting at the concerts during the 2022-2023 season.

Student Volunteers

Board of Directors

Kay Dobbins 

Adena Imlay  

Hiroko Kitajima

Andreas Kronenberg, President

Lorraine Lindsay

William Rogers, President Emeritus 

Ray Sanders Elena Reece

Artistic Director

Educational Outreach: Pre-Concert Performance

COLLEGE STATION HIGH SCHOOL WIND ENSEMBLE

Director – Michael Dixon 

Wind Ensemble: Brass

Wind Ensemble: Low Brass

Wind Ensemble: French Horns

Trumpet Quartet

Wind Ensemble: Trumpets

John Williams 

Quidditch from Harry Potter

John Lennon/Paul McCartney

Yesterday

John Williams

Selections from Harry Porter

Anonymous - Canzon

Eric Morales - Cityscapes

Jack Chupp, Peyton Faulkner, Andrew Finberg, Hunter Ford, Mauricio

Garcia, William Latham, Kendell McKinney, Natham Taylor, Trace

Wood, Dylan Borak, Presley Button, Nick Johnson, Elliott Lewis, Matt

Montgomery, Grant Perry, Jonathan Perryman, Uzair Ali, Caleb

Arnold, Jackie Diamond, David Havens, Cole Lawler, Jack Mason,

Corby Maupin, Ian Scruggs, Nolan Tipton, Calea Wirtley



J. S. Bach 

(1685-1750)

Arvo Pärt (b. 1935)

Cesar Franck 

(1822-1890)

Theo Brandmüller

(1948-2012)

Charles-Marie Widor 

(1844-1937)

Franz Liszt 

(1811-1888)

Program

Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor, 

BWV 582

  

Annum per annum

Chorale No. 3 in A minor

Sieben Stücke zur Passionszeit (1983)

   VI. Die Kruezigung 

   VII. Pieta 

Symphony No. 10, "Romane," Op. 73 

   I. Moderato

Prelude on J. S. Bach's Cantata for 

Organ, "Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen"  

Please refer to this program to refrain from clapping between

movements and hold your applause until the end of each piece. 

This concert proceeds with no intermission.  

ARTIST FORUM

will immediately follow the concert.

 

Please move closer to the stage to ask

Christian Schmitt your questions. 



Program Notes

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor, BWV 582                              

A passacaglia is an ostinato (“obstinate”) melodic idea in slow triple meter,

appearing first in the bass line and repeated constantly while increasingly

complex variations are played over it. It is similar to a ground bass or a

chaconne, except that it is not limited to the bass voice; in fact, in Bach’s

famous Passacaglia in C minor, the theme moves to the upper voices in the

middle of the passacaglia before moving back to the (now fortified) bass. In

the Fugue, in which themes are imitated in the various voices, Bach takes

the passacaglia theme as the main fugal subject and combines it with a

countersubject of repeated eighth notes, thus creating double fugue.

Altogether there are 21 variations in the Passacaglia and 12 statements of

the passacaglia subject in the Fugue.

                                                                                                               

 Arvo Pärt (b. 1935) 

Annum per annum

Estonian composer Arvo Pärt is one of the most important composers of

“classical” music today. He created his organ Mass, Annum per annum

(“Year by year”), in 1980 for the 950th anniversary of the Cathedral of

Speyer in Germany, and he dedicated it to the Cathedral’s patron saint,

Saint Mary, and its founder, Emperor Conrad II; to St. Cecilia, the

patroness of musicians; and to Leo Krämer, the cathedral organist who

premiered the piece. The work consists of five movements, which are

variations on a cantus firmus, plus an optional introduction and coda. The

movements correspond to the parts of the Ordinary of the Mass (Kyrie,

Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei), which have been held in the Speyer

Cathedral year by year, or in Latin, annum per annum, for over nine

centuries.

Cesar Franck (1822-1890)

Chorale No. 3 in A minor 

Franck brought a spiritual and serious quality to French instrumental

music in the 19th century, which previously had been dominated by the

theatre. He composed this towering work in 1890, only a few months

before his death. In it he synthesizes a lifetime of playing, teaching, and

improvising. It begins like a toccata with rapid passages alternating with

ascending arpeggiated chords, but soon a quiet lyrical section emerges.

This slowly builds up to a triumphant Ending. 



Program Notes

Theo Brandmüller (1948-2012)

Two Pieces from Sieben Stücke zur Passionszeit                                     

Theo Brandmüller was a German organist, composer, and music professor

from  Saarbrücken. He received numerous prizes for his works and was in

demand as both a performer and teacher. He wrote Sieben Stücke zur

Passionszeit (Seven Pieces for Passion-Time) in 1983. “Die Kreuzigung”

(The Crucifixion) and “Pieta” are the sixth and seventh pieces, respectively.

Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

Moderato from Organ Symphony No. 10, “Romane," Op. 73                       

Of all instruments, the pipe organ comes the closest to

approximating an orchestra with its variety of sound combinations.

Charles-Marie Widor stands out as the master of the organ

symphony, aided by the pioneering instruments created by the

French organ builder, Aristide Cavaillé-Coll. Widor composed his

Organ Symphony No. 10 in 1900 for the installation of a new

Cavaillé-Coll organ at the Romanesque-style Basilica of St. Sernin in

Toulouse (hence, the nickname “Romane”). A Gregorian chant for

Easter, “Haec Dies,” provides the main theme. The Moderato is the

first movement; it has an improvisatory, elegiac character.

Franz Liszt (1811-1888)

Variations on “Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen,” Präludium nach 

J. S. Bach's Kantate für Orgel 

Franz Liszt is famous as one of the 19th century’s greatest pianists, but he

also played the organ. He originally wrote this work for piano; in 1863 he

transcribed it for organ. The work is a set of 30 variations on a theme based

on the chromatic, drooping bass line of the opening chorus of J. S. Bach’s

Cantata No. 12, "Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen" (Crying, lamenting,

worrying, fearing) and the similar “Crucifixus” theme from the Credo of

Bach’s B-minor Mass. A syncopated version of the soprano part of the

cantata’s chorus appears in sixth variation. After an extended free

development, Liszt incorporates the melody from the final chorale in the

cantata, "Was Gott tut, das ist wohl getan" (What God does, Is done well).

Thus, in both Bach’s cantata and in Liszt’s variations derived from it, what

began in bitter sorrow ends with hope.

–Program notes by Felicia PIscitelli



Christian Schmitt, organ

Since his debuts with the Berlin Philharmonic under Sir Simon Rattle

and at Salzburg Festival, Christian Schmitt has become one of the

world’s most sought-after organists. Last season, he was "Artist in

Focus" of the Tonhalle Orchestra in Zurich, Switzerland, where he

inaugurated the new organ at the Tonhalle with Finnish conductor

Paavo Järvi. 

Invited by the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Schmitt debuted at Walt

Disney Concert Hall in 2020. Since then, the brightest highlights of his

career included Schmitt’s performances with the Staatskapelle Berlin

under the baton of Daniel Barenboim and his new recording of

Hindemith’s Chamber Music No. 7 with conductor Christoph

Eschenbach. This season he debuts at Carnegie Hall with the Brno

Philharmonic Orchestra and, in a solo recital, at Meyerson Symphony

Center presented by the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. 

Schmitt has performed as a recitalist at the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg,

Konzerthaus Berlin, Wiener Musikverein, Gewandhaus Leipzig, and

Maison Symphonique Montréal. His collaborations with orchestras

include working with conductors Philippe Herreweghe, Jakub Hruša,

Marek Janowski, Daniel Barenboim, Paavo Järvi, and Manfred Honeck.

A frequent recital collaborator, Schmitt has performed with world-

renowned soloists Magdalena Kožená, Matthias Höfs, Thomas

Hampson, and Matthias Goerne.

Schmitt’s recordings for a classical music label, Deutsche Grammophon,

include two CDs for the “Bach 333 - Die neue Gesamtausgabe” project

and an album of works for voice and organ with soprano Magdalena

Kožená. In 2013, he was presented with an ECHO Klassik award for his

recording of Widor's organ symphonies.

Schmitt is on the faculty at Codarts University in Rotterdam,

Netherlands, and the principal organist of the Bamberger Symphoniker.

He studied organ in Paris, Boston, and Saarbrücken and served as a

jury member at numerous organ competitions in Europe. 



Susan Irza

Kenneth & Kathi Appelt

Friends of Chamber Music Patrons 

We thank our supporters who made contributions to the FCM concert

series and outreach programs from May 1, 2022 to March 10, 2023.  

Janice Adams

Jane Flaherty

Jan Folse

Kathy de Figueiredo

Charles Hamilton

Jim & Jan Hughes

Adena & Richard Imlay

Hiroko Kitajima

Nancy Leslie & Roger Smith

BENEFACTOR ($600 – $999)

Robin & Hays Glover

Andreas Kronenberg & Anne Raymond

Sue Lee

Anonymous

Jim & Sue James

Bill & Jan Johnson 

Kathleen Kenefick

Jo Monroe

Roger & Ginny Smith

Dr. & Mrs. Grant Wolfe

SEASON SPONSOR ($10,000+)

VENUE SPONSOR ($1,000 – $2,499)

CONCERT SPONSOR ($5,000 – $9,999)

PROGRAM UNDERWRITER ($2,500 – $4,999)

Bert & Mary Loudon

Jeannie P. Miller

Bookman & Florence Peters

Becky & Bill Reynolds

Kate & Bob Thomas

Robert & Shelley White

Valerie & David Woodcock

Ding Zhu & Dan Hill



Friends of Chamber Music Patrons 

SUPPORTER ($150 – $299)

Anonymous

Andy & Kim Acker

Ann Bass

Leonard & Nancy Berry

Catherine Brown

Marcelo Bussiki

Tracy & Tamara Carter

Andrew Chen

Judith & Frederick Chester

Cynthia Christner & David Watson

Brett & Olga Cooke

Bill Courtney

Dennis & Ann Driscoll

Claude & Joanna Gibson

Phil & Zo Granberry

Don Hellriegel

Nancy Inglis & David Dellwo

Luther E. Lindner

Drs. Laurine & William Marlow

Patricia McDermott

Ozden Ochoa

Walt & Robin Page

Joyce W. Perkins

Karen & Michael Pilant

Werner Rose

Linda Rundell

Ray & Kay Sanders

Kathryn & Loyd Sneed

Barbara & Emil Straube

Jane Stowell

Mr. & Mrs. Szabuniewicz

Steve Tenalio

Thompson, Derrig & Craig, P.C.

Sandra Tucker

Terry & Marilyn Wade

Bob Warden & Eva M Read-

Warden

Ward & Diane Wells

Ann Wild

SUSTAINER ($300 – $599)

Janell McAnally

John & Carol Nichols

Steve & Connie Silber

Loren Skow

Blair & Mark Spearman

Marion & Achim Stössel

Mary Dabney Wilson 

Peter Witt & Joyce Nies

Letitia Alston

Athrey-Pathikonda Family

David & Joanne Claridge 

Chester Dunning & Elsie Kersten

Brett & Jill Giroir

Ed Harris & Olivia Simonich

John Ivy & Lisa Campbell

Cathy & Jerry Loving 



Xing-Qi Lu

Kathrine MacNeil

Chris Matt Manuel

Judy & Ron Martens

Dorian Martin

Marianne Maxwell

Larry & Jeanne Mitchell

Alan Needleman

Linsey Oates

Dan & Elaine Oran

Mary Parish

Jean Presnal

Elizabeth Raymond

Raymond Family Fund

Susan Quiring

Virginia Quiring

Vanessa Santiago

Don F. Seaman

Ewell & Gunnar Schade

Michael Stecher

Carol Suter

Nancy & John Thaden

Nita Thornton

June Treybig

Tom Vogel & Barbara Gastel

Gregory Wade

Deborah Webb

Dale & Kelly Weigel

Mark Wilder

Shirley Woode

Thomas & Mary Cay Woodfin

Jirong Ye

Friends of Chamber Music Patrons 

FRIEND ($25 – $149)

Anonymous (3)

Steve & Lisa Aldrich

Robert & Dorothy Anderson

John & Cherry Barr

Calleleh Bonugli

Leonard L Bowden

Nathan Bracher

Coleen & Jay Bradfield

Bob & Blanche Brick

Kirk & Connie Brown

Jan-Ailene Cagle

Lesley & Piers Chapman

Marian & Gus Cothran

Ann Fancher

Kim Feldman

Rod & Shirley Fleming

Stephen Fulling

Ivy Geiger

Howard & Margaret Glueck

Nancy Granovsky

James Haden

Gary & Judy Hart

Charles & Lorraine Hermann

Joan Holtzapple

Dorothy James

Ann & Al Jones

Kimberlin Kane

Mr. & Mrs. David Kellam

Austin Kelly

Michael J. King & Robin L. Altholz

Hiroko Kobayashi

Billy & Mary Jo Lay



Friends of Chamber Music Endowment Fund

Friends of Chamber Music Gratefully Acknowledges

Trust, Grant, and Community Support from 

FCM concert series and outreach programs are made possible in part

through Hotel Tax Revenue funded from the City of College Station and

the City of Bryan through the Arts Council of the Brazos Valley. 

Tonight's concert is supported in part by an award from the National

Endowment for the Arts.   

Nina Astin Winkler 
Charitable Trust

Rea 
Charitable Trust

Support

We thank patrons who contributed to Friends of Chamber Music

Endowment Fund as of March 10, 2023.

Anonymous (2)

Kenneth & Kathi Appelt

David & Joanne Claridge

Jim & Jan Hughes

Adena & Richard Imlay

Bill & Jan Johnson

Friends of Chamber Music Endowment Fund will provide financial

stability and help meet rising programming and administrative costs. 

The first objective is to reach $25,000, which will fund one Friends

Music Scholarship annually. 

Andreas Kronenberg & Anne Raymond

Glenn & Beth Lawrence

Drs. Laurine & William Marlow

Karen & Michael Pilant

Chet & Phyllis Robinson

Terry & Marilyn Wade



Acknowledgments

Business  Support

Mail check to

Friends of Chamber Music

PO Box 4648 Bryan, TX 77805 

Online donations 

www.fcmtx.org/donation-form

Monthly contributions by Bank Draft

For more information, please contact FCM at info@fcmtx.org.

Friends of Chamber Music is a registered non-profit 501(c) (3)

organization. All your contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest

extent of the law.

Your support helps advance FCM's mission to enrich life in our

community, bring the art of music to students at local schools and

colleges, and fund Friends Music Scholarships. Please, donate generously.

Ways to Support 

Support Friends of Chamber Music 

FCM Media Partners 

FCM Business Partners







Premium Art Studio & Gallery

www.DEGALLERY.us
979.704.3090

A r t  C l a s s e s   |   P r i v a t e  P a r t i e s
C o r p o r a t e  D e v e l o p m e n t

A r t  S h o w s  &  C o n c e r t s

3975 State Highway 6 S.
College Station, TX 77845
979.693.2742  luigispatioristorante.com 

Authentic Italian Cuisine

& LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT!

1511 Emerald Plaza 
College Station, TX  77845 

979-695-8029 
williamsbcs.com 

COMPLETE 
AUTO/TRUCK
SERVICES

(979) 775-3413 
1007 S. Coulter Dr, Bryan, TX 
b-bauto.com

David A. Gibbs, RPT
davidgibbsrpt.com

330 Wm. B. Travis Lance
Brenham, TX 77833

(979) 836-0028
dagibbs@rocketmail.com



Thompson, Derrig & Craig is a local, full service CPA firm that believes in the
value of relationships. We view every client relationship as a partnership and

truly believe our success is a result of your success.
 

tdc.cpa  | firm@tdc.cpa  |  (979) 260-9696
1598 Copperfield Pkwy, College Station



Subscribe to FCM newsletter at info@fcmtx.org.

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and

Twitter.

Questions? Contact FCM at info@fcmtx.org.

A group of vocal and instrumental virtuosos, Harmonia Stellarum

Houston follows in the tradition of the ensembles that originally

performed some of the greatest masterworks of the 17th and 18th

centuries.

Mark Your Calendar:  Saturday, April 22, 5 pm

Contact FCM

We look forward to seeing you at the next concert!

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MARIO ASCHAUER, harpsichord 

& HARMONIA STELLARUM HOUSTON

MONTEVERDI EXTRAVAGANZA

Madrigali Guerrieri et Amorosi

for eight voices, two violins, gamba, theorbo, and harpsichord

inspiring passion for early music



T U E ,  F E B  7 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  7 P M
RUDDER THEATRE *

M I D O R I

27TH CONCERT SEASON
2022-2023

T H U R ,  N O V  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  7 P M
A&M UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
V I A N O  S T R I N G  Q U A R T E T
CELEBRATION & ROMANCE 
Haydn, Schumann, Tchaikovsky

SUPERSTAR  |  LEGEND  |  VISIONARY

Celebration Tour
40th Anniversary of Professional Debut

T U E ,  M A R C H  2 1 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  7 P M
A&M UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
C H R I S T I A N  S C H M I T T ,  O R G A N
FROM BACH TO LISZT & WIDOR 

T H U R ,  S E P T  2 9 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  7 P M
RUDDER THEATRE *
NEW JAZZ STAR 
SAMARA JOY,  VOICE
VOICE, PIANO, BASS, DRUMS 

S A T ,  A P R I L  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  5 P M
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MARIO ASCHAUER, HARPSICHORD 
& HARMONIA STELLARUM HOUSTON
MONTEVERDI EXTRAVAGANZA 
Vocal ensemble, violins, gamba, theorbo, harpsichord

SOLO VIOLIN BACH+ 

Tickets at MSC Box Office

22/23 SEASON SPONSORS: ROBIN & HAYS GLOVER




